
MAGA/WMGA  

 

COVID-19 Committee Guidelines for Tournaments - 2021 

 
 

The following MAGA/WMGA policies and procedures are designed to supplement the protocols and 

guidelines established in the 'Back2Golf' Operational Playbook protocols developed by the PGA, USGA, 

GCSAA, and the CMAA and approved by the CDC.  State and host club rules and regulations will take 

precedent.  If their rules and regulations are not as comprehensive, we will still implement our guidelines 

to ensure everyone's safety. 
 

The objective of the MAGA/WMGA is to safely manage the movement of our players, volunteers, and 

club staff in order to maintain social distancing and reduce touch points and conduct competitions in a 

safe and healthy manner.  The below outline summarizes the steps (with adjustments along the way) that 

must be followed by committee volunteers at our events until further notice. Your cooperation is 

appreciated and required. 
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 

1) DO NOT attend if you feel sick or have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 

COVID-19 within the last two weeks. 

2) Practice social distancing - stay a minimum of 6 feet away from others at all times 

3) Primary staff contact is Michael Cumberpatch and his cell number is 410-991-7843 
 

VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF 
 

1) Social distancing will be encouraged and enforced to the extent possible. 

2) CDC approved hand sanitizer will be available onsite for players, volunteers, and staff and will be 

located at the first tee and the scoring area. 

3) Officials and Volunteers will be required to wear PPE in circumstances where following social 

distancing practices is challenging.  Maintain social distancing at all times. 

4) Committee shall provide their own face mask and gloves. 

5) A limited supply of facemasks and gloves will be available to committee who                    

forgot their own and need them. 

6) Players will have to provide their own PPE and should be prepared to don                   

facemasks when returning scores. 

7) Volunteers are not the Social Distancing Police - feel free to remind people but avoid 

confrontations.  If a player or players present a problem, alert MAGA/WMGA staff and they will 

address the situation with the assistance of club staff if need be. 

8) Size of Rules Committee may be reduced to minimize exposure to our volunteers. 
 

PREPARING FOR EVENTS - TOURNAMENT DOCUMENTS 
 

1) It is recommended that committee volunteers download and bring to the event the tournament 

documents from the website event page for that event. 

2) For the MAGA the main schedule page which lists the event pages is at 

www.middleatlanticga.org/tournament-schedule/ 

3) For the WMGA the main schedule page which lists the event pages is at 

www.wmgagolf.org/tournament-schedule/ 

4) A limited number of tournament documents will be available for those that forget to download them. 

5) Do NOT share with or give away your tournament documents to players. 

6) It is recommended that you keep your papers secure in a folder or affixed to a clip board. 
 

 

 

https://www.middleatlanticga.org/tournament-schedule/
https://www.wmgagolf.org/tournament-schedule/


ARRIVAL AT EVENT SITE 
 

1) Volunteers should not arrive at the golf course more than 50 minutes prior to the first starting time.   

2) Pre event rules meeting will be conducted maintaining social distancing. 
 

RADIOS - EQUIPMENT 
 

1) Radios will be ready with antennas installed prior to each event.  When finished with your radio, 

please place radio, with antenna intact, into the designated carry case.   

2) Radios will be sanitized prior to and after each event. 

3) DO NOT touch or handle any tournament supplies or equipment that are not yours or designated for 

your use. 

4) Air Horns - rules committee are urged to purchase and keep handy their own, personal air horn for 

weather and other evacuation warnings.  We will reimburse you for your air horn if requested.  We 

will have additional air horns on-site. 
 

FOOD & BEVERAGE 
 

1) If food is provided, please follow the instruction of club serving staff 

2) Be sure to social distance if gathering with others to east lunch. 

3) In the event food is not available, volunteers will be notified and expected to bring their own 

4) It is recommended that you bring extra water bottles for personal consumption.  Good idea to keep in 

a small cooler. 
 

STARTER 
 

1) Please report to the first tee no later than 15 minutes before the first time. 

2) Maintain social distancing and wear your mask when giving instructions/making a ruling. 

3) Remind players of any extraordinary rules situations, pace of play expectations, to maintain social 

distancing, and exercise common sense.   

4) Scorecards will be distributed.  Wear mask at all times when players are present at the starting tee.  

5) Starter's box, pencils, player scorecards (there may exceptions), tees, sharpies, sun screen, bug spray, 

and water bottles may be available on starting tees.   

6) Players are responsible for knowing the rules and COVID-19 protocol.  It is OK to remind them to 

count clubs, identify golf ball, and where to return their score cards. 
 

ON THE GOLF COURSE 
 

1) Observe play and operate as normal, but always practice social distancing.  Committee members are 

encouraged to wear their face mask when assisting players, especially when up close assisting with 

drops, etc.  Use common sense at all times. 

2) Bunkers – Event specific bunker rules will be listed on the Notice to Players.  Bunker etiquette is also 

covered under an addendum to the 'Player Code of Conduct 

3) Flagsticks – Event specific flag stick rules will be listed on the Notice to Players.  If the flag stick 

must stay in, players must not deliberately touch the flagstick.  If they remove it, they must put it back 

before holing out.  Please see the Notice to Players for penalty statements regarding flagsticks.  It is 

also covered under an addendum to the 'Player Code of Conduct.' 

4) Hole - Event specific hole rules will be listed on the Notice to Players.  A hole insert may be used to 

prevent the ball from falling all the way into the hole.  The hole liners that MAGA/WMGA provide 

allow the ball to come to rest just below the surface of the putting green.  In the event ours are not 

used, and the ball does not rest completely below the surface, the ball is considered holed when it 

comes to rest on the hole insert, even if part of the ball is above the level of the surface of the putting 

green.   

a) If a ball hits the hole insert and bounces out, that is just a bad break and the player must continue 

holing out.   



b) Note - some clubs may utilize a device which is attached to the flagstick and has a lever for 

pulling the ball out of the bottom of the hole.  The player uses their putter to pull the lever, causing 

the ball to rise and then fall out of the hole.  The lever mechanism is part of the flagstick.  While 

an attachment of that sort may not be the permitted under the equipment rules, if a host club 

utilizes them, it will be covered on the Notice to Players. 

5) Pace of Play will be enforced using either the traditional hole by hole pace timing method or the 

checkpoint system.  Check Notice to Player for applicable method used for event. 
 

WEATHER DELAYS 
 

1) Weather delays are going to be one of the biggest challenges we face - cooperation and patience is 

essential. 

2) For walking events, weather warnings will be issued well in advance of approaching storms and 

committee will be instructed to assist with evacuation by transporting clubs only.  

3) If it becomes necessary to assist with the evacuation, committee and players must wear masks.  If 

practical, only transport clubs. 

4) Players will be instructed to shelter in their cars.  At junior events, where players may not have cars 

available, those players will be permitted to shelter inside the clubhouse facility under adult 

supervision and adhering to strict social distancing. 

5) Communication regarding resumption of play will be sent to players via e-mail or text (if that system 

is available).  If need be, verbal instructions will also be given. 

6) Restarts may go out in stages to minimize congestion and to enhance social distancing. 

7) Warm-ups on the practice facilities prior to restart may not be permitted. 
 

CONCLUSION OF ROUND - SCORING 
 

1) Players will be advised at the start of the round as to the location of the scoring area. 

2) After completing your round, ONE group at a time will be allowed to enter the scoring area.  Please 

maintain 6 feet of social distancing between each other.   

3) Different methods of scoring/reporting will include:  Players will verbally agree to their hole-by-hole 

scores, without exchanging cards for signatures, with their group and the scoring official.  The scorer 

will write the scores on a score sheet and the enter them in the TM system for on-line display.  Or, if 

scorecards are exchanged and signed prior to returning, they will be then deposited into a box and 

saved for a short time if needed later to clear up any discrepancies. 

4) After a player verbally verifies scores or returns a signed scorecard and leaves the scoring area, the 

score is deemed returned. 

5) Score boards may be limited to the USGA Tournament Management app (see end of this doc), the 

event portal (available via a link on the MAGA or WMGA website), or a small monitor at the scorer’s 

table.  All results are posted and updated on-line. 

6) Once players leave the scoring area, they must return to their car and leave the property unless 

required to stay or return for a play-off.   

7) Post round practice of any kind may not be permitted at the tournament site. 
 

USGA Tournament Management Mobile App 
 

Search in the app store for the free app by entering "USGA TM'.  USGA Tournament Management will show, 
likely as the first choice. 
 

Select that and Install the free app. When the app is finished installing, open it up.  Sign in via the GGID (Golf 

Genius ID ) by entering the MAGA-WMGA GGID which is DUMFNA 
 

At this time, we will not be using the mobile scoring app which allows players to enter their scores.  We may later 

in the season.           updated  2/24/2021 


